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T H BE 


PRESENT HOUR, 


it mihi fas audits loqui. 
VI. 
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N order to comprehend the preſent 

ſtate of our political ſituation, it will 

be neceſſary to give a ſhort ſketch of the 

different events, which have brought a- 
bout the late unexpected revolution. 


All our fallacious proſpects of ſucceſs, 
in the Weſtern hemiſphere, had totally 
vaniſhed before the meeting of Parlia- 
ment. The people of England were now 
convinced that more was neceſſary, for 
the conqueſt of a great country, than 
merely to march through it, and that 
carrying on a war at ſuch a diſtance, at- 


B tended 
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tended with ſuch an enormous expence * 


was highly impolitic, if not abſolutely 
impraCticable. 


While men's minds were deeply im- 
preſſed with the melancholy event, of 
the capture of the army, under the com- 
mand of the Earl of Cornwallis, 
Parliament met, and was ad- 
dreſſed by a ſpeech from the Throne, 
which (if not directly, at leaſt by im- 
plication) expreſſed it to be the intention 
of his Majeſty's miniſters, to continue 
the war in America, in the ſame man- 


ner, which had alrea y proved ſo fatal. 


Nov. 27. 


During the Debate upon this ſubject 
(which laſted two days), the leaders of 
oppoſition, after having, with infinite 
ability and accuracy, painted the deplo- 
rable ſtate of the country, called upon 


Miniſters, for ſome ſpecific declaration, 


* Nearly one hundred millions having been already 


of 


expended. | 
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of their intentions, relative to the 
American war; if they did not mean the 
Addreſs, ſhould pledge them to a con- 
tinuance of it. To which it was an- 
{wered © that when Miniſters 
« called upon Parliament, to 
vote a ſubſtitution of force, to replace 
ce thearmy under the Earl of Cornwallis, 
*© they muſt then meet the Queſtion 
fully“. 


Nov. 28. 


Previous to the diſcuſſion of tlie army 
eſtimates, it was thought proper, again 
to call upon Adminiſtration, to give ſome 
ſpecific declaration, relative to this im- 
portant ſubject, a Motion was 
accordingly made, by Sir James ; 
Lowther, © expreſſive of the war in 
* America, being ineffectual, and in- 
« jurious to the true intereſt of this 
e country; which drew from the firſt 
Miniſter the following declaration. 


ec. 12 


* The majority againſt the amendment to the Ad- 
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dreſs was 89. 
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hat it was reſolved by his Majeſty's 


Miniſters, that the mode of proſe- 
cuting hoſtilities, internally, upon the 
Continent of America, ſhould no 
longer befollowed; and that theformot 
the war, ſhould undergoatotal change. 
Nay more, gentlemen would be con- 
vinced, by the eſtimates of the army, 
which then lay upon the table, that 
ſuch were reaily the intentions of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters, for they might 
ſee, they were not called upon, to vote 
any new levies, in order to replace 
thoſe captured at York-Town.” With 


this declaration, the greateſt part of the 
country gentlemen, ſeemed to be com- 
pletely ſatisfied. During the courſe of 
this Debate, Lord Ge G———e, 
Secretary for the American department, 
made a formal declaration*, that he 


140 


would not hold his ſituation, upon 


*Ihis declaration produced the ſchiſm in the Ca- 


binet which ſoon after the receſs of Parliament, effected 
his Lordſhip's diſmiſſion. 
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c the condition, of ſigning any inſtru- 
«© ment, tending to avow the indepen- 
e dence of America . 


The debate of the F riday following, 
upon the army eſtimates, (being conſi- 


ſubject diſcuſſed on the Wedneſ- 8 


day preceding) was treated by Mr. W. 
P—t, with ſuch wonderful powers of elo- 
quence, that he drew from Mr. R——y, 
the following explicit avowal “ That 
« as we were now fairly beaten, he 
e thought it would be madneſs, to at- 
« tempt the reduction of America, by 
“ force of arms ;” in this declaration to 


a certain extent he was joined by the 


Lord A————<—e of 8 d *, 


+ Sir James Lowther's Motion was negatived by a 
majority of 41. | 


* The fentiments of theſe two Gentlemen importing 
fo wide a difference from the declaration made by the 
Secretary for the American department, rendered his 
Lordfhip's diſmiſſion a matter of ſtate neceſſity. 
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In this ſtate was the political conteſt; 
when Parliamentadjourned for the Chriſt- 


mas holidays. 


During the receſs of Parliament, a 
pamphlet was written, entitled a Letter 
to Mr. Jenkinſon, which was eagerly 
read, and which ſtrongly impreſſed upon 
the minds of men, the idea of an efficient 
Cabinet, by which the councils of the 
official one, were frequently overruled, 
and controuled. To this publication, 
may be aſcribed a great deal of the jea- 
louſy, which began to diſplay itſelf in 
the minds of the country gentlemen, at 
the meeting of Parliament, after the re- 
ceſs; they were now convinced, that 
there might be, ſtill, ſome ſecret deſign, 
of carrying on the American war ; for 
they ſaw, that the army, in that coun- 
try, might be recruited, up to the num- 
ber of 70,000 men, without the addi- 
tion of any new levies : that the office 
of Secretary for the American depart- 


ment, 
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ment, was filled by Mr. Ellis, a gentle- 
man, ſuppoſed to conſtitute one of the 
efficient Cabinet, to which there has been 
aſcribed, a very peculiar degree of parti- 
ality for the American war; and that a 
new appointment of Commander in Chief 
in America had been beſtowed upon a gen- 
tleman, remarkable, for the vigour and 
exertion of military talents. 


From theſe circumſtances, the country 
gentlemen began, ſeriouſly to take the 
alarm, and to conceive, that there might 
poſſibly be ſome degree of danger in con- 
tinuing to confide ſo implicitly, in ſo un- 
fortunate an Adminiſtration. 


Theſe dawnings of returning reaſon, 
were greatly encreaſed, by an enquiry 
into the ſtate of the navy, ſet on foot 
at this time, with great propriety and 
judgment, by Mr. F—x; during the 
courſe of which, he proved, with ſuch 
perſpicuity of argument and clearneſs of 

deduction, 
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deduction, that there had been miſma- 
nagement in our naval affairs during 
the year 1781, that upon the 
queſtion to that effect, in the 
houſe of Commons; all the powers of 
ingenious corruption could only produce 
ſo ſmall a majority, that the victory, was 
conſidered, by Miniſters themſelves, as 
little better than a defeat “. 


Feb. 20. 


The leaders of the oppoſition, did not 
fail to1mprove the advantages, they were 
daily acquiring, and therefore loſtno time 
in bringing forward, ſuch queſtions, as 
might enable them, to drag forth to pub- 
lic view, the real intentions of Adminiſ- 
tration, with reſpect to the curſed Ame- 
rican war, emphatically ſo called. 


General Conway moved an addreſs to 
the Crown praying that any fu- 
ture endeavours, to reduce A- 
merica to obedience, by force of arms, 
might be relinquiſhed. 


Feb. 22. 


Mr. Fox's Motion was negatived by a majority of 19. 
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In the courſe of the debate upon this 
queſtion the country gentlemen found, 
it that was high time to take the alarm, 
for there appeared a great diſſonance in the 
language held, by the firſt Miniſter, 
and by the Secretaries for the War and 
American departments, Mr J- -N 
having declared that he conceived it to 
be the intention of his Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters, to carry on the war in America, 
offenſively and effectively. Mr. E 8 
ſeemed to breathe forth the preciſe ideas, 
of his predeceſſor in office, or as Mr. 
B expreſſed it; Alter et idem 
naſcitur, theſe differences of opi- 
nion amongſt the miniſters were preſſed 
home to the feelings of the houſe, with 
infinite force and ability by Mr. F—x, 
and the motion was negatived by a majo- 
rity of but one vote. 


Feb. 22. 


From this hour Lord North loſt the 
confidence of the country gentlemen, 


notwithſtanding the variety of efforts, 
8 which 
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which were uſed in private, to convince 
them, that he was ſerious, in his inten- 
tion of deſiſting from the proſecution of 
the War in America, he ſucceeded only 
with one gentleman Sir W— D—*, 


General C—y again brought for- 
ward a motion ſimilar to that 
which he had propoſed a few days before, 
and Miniſters now found themſelves re- 
duced to the irkſome neceſſity, of yield- 
ing to the current of the times, and 
therefore oppoſed this motion by endea- 
vouring to ſubſtitute in its ſtead, a bill im- 
powering them, to treat with America, on 


Feb. 27. 


| the footing of independence. 4 


It required talents, equal to thoſe, ex- 
hibited upon this occafion by Mr. F—x 


* A Mr. F=——h had the honor of effecting this 
converſion by a converſation of two hours at Sir 
W———'s own houſe the day before General mens 
2d Motion, February 27th, 


+ A Bill which nothing but the terror of a rt 
defeat could have engendered. 


and 
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and Mr. W P—t, to avert the ſuc- 
ceſs, of this manœuvre of adminiſtration, 
and in this they ſucceeded, ſo effectually, 
as to perſuade a majority of 19 that it 


was no longer ſafe to truſt that to Miniſ- 


ters, which they could do themſelves. 
Upon this occaſion Lord North found, 
for the firſt time, that the popularity of 
his private character was of little weight 
when oppoſed to the deſire of relinquiſh- 
ing the American war. 


General C 's Motion was imme- 
diately converted into an addreſs to the 
Crown, and was preſented three 
days afterwards, attended by al- 
moſt all thoſe members who had voted - 
for it *. To this addreſs, his Majeſty was 
pleaſed; to return an anſwer, which, 


March 1. 


* It was remarked, that when his Majeſty received 


the Addreſs, General Arnold was ſtanding at his right 
hand, and tlie Speaker with a precipitancy, rather un- 
uſual upon ſach occaſions, preſented the Addreſs before 
one half of the Members fad got out of their car- 
riages. 
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though expreſſive of an acquieſcence in 


the requeſt of the Houſe, did not mark 
much ſatisfaction. 


Upon this occaſion however, the leaders 
of oppoſition, conducted themſelves with 
the utmoſt propriety, following up the 
victory they had gained, firſt by an Ad- 
dreſs of Thanks to the Crown, and then 
by a reſolution of the Houſe, 
declaring, thoſe to be enemies 
to the country, who ſhould adviſe the 


future proſecution of an offenſive war 


m America, —Miniſters had not courage 
to give any effectual oppoſition, to theſe 


reſolutions, what they did, ſerved only 


to mark their weakneſs and timidity. 


> may not be amiſs, to mark, how 


the proſpects of oppoſition encreaſed. A 
few weeks before, the utmoſt object, of 
their moſt ſanguine hopes, was, to be 
able, to fetter the American war, and 
to force tlie El of S———h from the 
: | head 
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head of the Admiralty. But having 
fairly got rid of the offenſive war in A- 


merica *, by the glorious ſupport, of 


almoſt all the independent Members of 
the Houſe of Commons, they now de- 


termined, to attempt, to drive from the 
helm of affairs, all thoſe Miniſters, who 


had been fo unfortunate (to fay the leaſt 


of them) as to conduct this country, 
from the higheſt pitch of political great- 
neſs to the loweſt abyſs of miſery. 


In this attempt, they were powerfully 
ſupported by many, who being, by this 
new gleam of hope, at laſt awakened 
from a lethargy, which the diſgraces 
and diſtreſſes of their country had not 
before rouſed them, felt a degree of ſa- 
tisfaction, from the ſucceſs, of one con- 
ſcientious vote, to which they had very 
long been ſtrangers. 


It may not be amiſs to remark, a diſtinction had 
been made, between the war in America and the war 
with America. 

As 


55 


As the firſt eſſay, towards the ac- 
compliſhment of this arduous 
undertaking ; Ld 7} n 
C———h made a Motion, tending in 
effect, to a removal of his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters. Upon this occaſion L—d N—h 
made ute of every argument, and every 
art, which a man playing for his laſt 
ſtake could be ſuppoſed to do. He 
begged, he prayed, he entreated the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his quondam friends, the 
country gentlemen, endeavouring to ſup- 
port his character as a Miniſter, by his 
popularity, as an individual. But his 
talents, as a ſpeaker, however ſplendid, 
were not ſuffered to impoſe upon the 
judgement of the Houſe, Mr. F—x 
diſſecting all the arguments, refuted them 
with aſtoniſhing ability “. 


March 8. 


It may not be amiſs to remark, that his Lordſhip, 


notwithſtanding the number of his private friends, was 


ſcarcely ſupported in the debate by any, except thoſe un- 
der the actual pay of government. 


This 
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This Motion was rejected by a ma- 
jority of ten *. 


From this hour there has been an in- 
ter-regnum ; for L-d Nh knowing, 
that ſuch a majority, ſo conſtituted, was 
perfectly unequal, to the ſupport, of any 
Adminiſtration, now determined to re- 
ſign his ſituation, and the whole time of 
Miniſters was occupied in attempts to 
acquire a decided majority, or to ef- 
fect ſuch a coalition, as might enable 
the greateſt part of them, to retain their 
ſituations in order that the ſame ſyſtem 
of government, which had already prov . 
ed ſo ruinous might {till ſubſiſt. 


To effect this object, ſo deſirable to his 
Majeſty's ſervants, propoſals of coalition 
were made to theB -d party and theE —1 


* One of the few virtuous acts of L—-d N-—h's 
Adminiſtration, namely, the mode he adopted of ne- 
gotiating the loan of this year, is ſaid, to have loſt him 
above 20 of. his uſual ſupporters. An uſeful leſſon to 
any future Miniſter, who ſhall be weak enough to reſt 
the ſtability of his power upon corruption ! | 

of 


5 


of Sh e, the Chancellor himſelf wait- 
ed upon L—d R- -m. 


Altho' Mr. F—x had declared in Par- 
liament, that he wiſhed, to fee an Ad- 
miniſtration formed, upon a broad bot- 
tom, yet it is ſaid, that a coalition with 
any of his Majeſty's actual Miniſters (the 
Chancellor excepted) was rejected, and a 
total alteration of the ſyſtem of govern- 


ment, inſiſted upon, together with an ac- 


quieſcence, in the three following mea- 
ſures, to wit— The reduction of the influ- 
enceof the Crown The Bill for prevent- 
ing Contractors ſitting in Parliament. 
And the liberty of withdrawing the troops 
from America, if expedient. 


Theſe terms being ſtrongly diſſonant 
from that favourite ſyſtem of govern- 


ment, which has ſo long prevailed, could 
not be complied with, 


Lord N—-h was prevailed upon, much 
againſt his own opinion, and inclina- 
don 
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it. 


hint was taken up by the 


conduct in getting Sir In R 


127 


tion to ſtand the teſt of another perſonal 
attack, contained in a motion, (to the 


ſame effect with that wa 2 J—nC—h's) 
a | propoſed by Sir] . 


Every engine that a powerful and cor- 


rupt government could weild, was made 
uſe of, upon this occaſion, in order to 


| acquire a decided majority, the friends 
| of Adminiſtration having determined to 
meet the queſtion fairly, by putting a 
direct negative upon it. All the various 
arts of Parliamentary debate, were diſ- 
played in full force +. Sir W—m D—n, 


made a fruitleſs attempt, to rally the 
1 | country gentlemen, in favour of L—d 


q N—b, by ſuggeſting a coalition, on 


0 The propriety and good policy of Mr. F—x's 
s to make this mo- 
tion, is highly conſpicuous, for by ſo doing he acquired 
the ſupport of many of thoſe gentlemen, who from 


1 habit or prejudice conceived themſelves to be Tories, 


March 15. 
A very graceful and eloquent ſpecch by Mr. — 
T d, drew from L—d N h one of the ableſt and 


moſt manly ſpeeches he ever made in Parliament. 


D of 


E 


of S——d, and ſpoke to, with conſider- 1. 


able ability; but the futility of ſuch an 
idea was expoſed by the leaders of the 
oppoſition with their uſual preciſion, ac- 
curacy and eloquence. 


Although the number of members, 
who voted upon this queſtion, amounted 
to 467, adminiſtration ſucceeded in put- 
ting a negative upon the motion only 
by a majority of nine. 


L—d Nh having made this ſacri- 
fice of his better judgment, to the fal- 
lacious hopes of his colleagues in office, de- 
termined to avoid if poſſible, a third per- 
ſonal attack, which Mr. F—x gave no- 
tice, would be again brought on, the 
Wedneſday following. He employed 
therefore every power he was maſter of, 
in order that ſome new arran gement 
might be made, before that time. The 
difficulties ſeemed to augment and the 
C ris ſaid to have declared that 


'L—d R——m and Jus party had en- 
creaſed 
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creaſed ſo much, in the terms, they re- 


7 quired, relative to ſome material altera- 
tions in the conſtitution ||], that he was 
afraid it would be abſolutely impoſſible, 
for him to continue in office, if they 


came into power. 


Matters were now ſo completely de- 


ranged that ſcarce any buſineſs was 
3 tranſacted at the public offices, and with 
7 reſpect to the buſineſs of Parliament, 
it was almoſt totally at a ſtagnation, in 
ſo much, that the only buſineſs of a 
public nature, which paſſed the Houſe 
of Commons, was the Marine Mutiny 


Act, which was indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 
the time of the former act, being well 


nigh expired, but the Conſideration of 
the Taxes, the Attorney-General's Bill *, 


&c, were all poſtponed. 


© || Such as annua! and trienial Parliaments; addition 
to County Members, &c. 


* This was the Bill, which was propoſed in order to 
defeat General C-——y's ſecond Motion, by Mr. 
We his Majeſty's Attorney-General. 

D 2 Things 


[ 20 J 


Things were in this confuſed ftate, 


when the Houſe met on Wedneſday the 
20th, in order again to try this impor- 
tant queſtion; as every exertion had 
been made by the friends of Adminiſtra- 


tion, in order that they might be able 


to muſter as ſtrong as poſſible *; they at- 
tended the Houſe in very great num- 
bers; and the appearance of the friends 


of oppoſition, was equally, if not more 


numerous. 


In this awfut moment of political 
conteſt, when each party ſeemed fully 
prepared again to try the force of their 
abilities, as well as of their numbers, L- -d 
N ＋hn to the utter aſtoniſhment and 
diſcomfiture of nine tenths of his friends, 


aroſe and declared, © that the parport 


of the Motion was already fulfilled, all 


his Majeſty's Miniſters having reſigned, 


though they nominally remained in of- 


Sir — E-—r had been ſent for from the County 


ff Durham, and Colonel III from Ireland. 


fice, 


05 
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fice, for the purpoſe of preventing con- 
fuſion He requeſted therefore, that the 
Houſe might adjourn till the Monday 
following, in order that time might be 
given for making the neceſſary arrange- 
ments. | 


This propoſal was received like a clap 


of thunder, by nearly one half of the 


Houſe, and hike a gleam of the brighteſt 
ſun-ſhine, by the other. It 1s an un- 
doubted fact, that no kind of intima- 
tion, of this bufineſs, had been given 
to ſome of the noble Lord's moſt con- 


fidential friends, till after three o'clock. 


It is eaſier to conceive than to deſcribe 


the effect, that ſo unexpected an event 


had upon one of the fulleſt Houſes (at that 
hour of the day), that had ever been 
keen, | 


* Treaſury cards had been ſent to all the friends 
and dependents of government, deſiring their early 
attendance, as it was expected the queſtion would come 


* 
6 * 
. 


on without much debate. 


TY 
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journment was at laſt acceded to, by the 
Houſe, after Mr. F—x had obtained 
from him, the moſt explicit aſſurances, 
that no political trick or manceuvre was 
intended. 


In this manner, was at laſt accom- 


pliſhed the overthrow of a Miniſtry, 
which, though devoid of confidence a- 
mong themſelves, and unattended by the 
ſmalleſt ſhadow of ſucceſs in any of their 
meaſures, had withſtood, for upwards 
of twelve years * the attacks of a power- 
ful, able, and determined oppoſition ; 
having been ſupported, and upheld by 
a regular ſyſtem of corruption ||, and 


*L—d N h was appointed firſt Lord of the 
\ Treaſury, January 28, 1770. 


This corruption was acknowledged by a vote of 
the Houſe of Commons, April 6, 1580; by a majors. 
ty of 18 upon Mr. D g's Motion. Miniſters 
were reſcued from the conſequences which would, moſt 
probably, have attended this reſolution, by an unpax- 
ralleled ſcene of confuſion occafioned by Lord G=—e 
G n's mob, and by the diſſolution of that Parlia- 
ment in the ſummer following. 


by 


h's propoſal of an ad 
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by the popularity of the private cha- 
racter of the firſt Miniſter. 


The nature of this ſhort ſketch, does 
not admit of a detail of the collateral 
circumſtances, which contributed to the 
downfall of the late Adminiſtration, 


Various are the conjectures with re- 
ſpect to the arrangements, which may 
poſſibly be made in forming a new Ad- 
miniſtration . This fact will at leaſt 
meet with univerſal aflent, that a more 
unpopular, inactive, timid, or ungracious 
miniſtry than the laſt never governed this 
country. | 


A total change therefore of men, and 
of meaſures, from a conviction of paſt 
errors, is the moſt defirable event this 


; 

country has to hope for, and ſuch an 
, 9 * The wiſhes of the people ſeem to be very unani- 
. maous, in deſiring, that the choice may fall on thoſe 
. | who have ſo long, and fo ably, pleaded their cauſe, in 


the two Houſes of Parliament. 
event, 


. 


event, we may now truſt the indefatigable 


aſſiduity, of a reſpectable oppoſition, has 
at length brought about. 


If there does ſtill remain a poſſibility 


of ſaving this kingdom from the various 


perils to which it is expoſed, we have 
ſurely good grounds of hope from the 
efforts of men, who have virtue enough 
to covet, and courage to undertake ſo 
deſperate a buſineſs, and that too, upon 
principles diametrically oppoſite to thoſe 
of their predeceſſors. For they had de- 
cidedly pledged themſelves to lay the axe 
to the root, of that many headed mon- 
ſter, corrupt influence, the fatal effects of 


which, they themſelves have ſo long ex- 


perienced, and have with ſuch convinc- 
ing eloquence, deſcribed as the real ſource 
of all our misfortunes. 


The ſplendor and brilliancy of their 
talents is univerſally acknowledged, and 


that they will be moſt vigorouſly exerted 
no 
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no one can entertain a doubt; for they 
have, with infinite ability reprobated up- 
on all occaſions, the procraſtinating in- 
activity of their predeceſſors. 


The various evils, ſo neceſſary for the 
purpoſe of parhamentary corrupt in- 
fluence, (by which alone the late Ad- 
miniſtration, has been for ſo many years 
upheld) ſuch as corrupt jobs of all kinds, 
employment of men in the different exe- 
cutive branches of government, upon 
the ſcore of ſome petty election intereſt, 


Inſtead of that of talents or of merit, 


will now be totally done away. 


We may truſt alſo that all ideas of an 
efficient in contradiction to an official 
Cabinet, will now be eraced from the 
minds of men; and that we ſhall once 
more behold, avigorousand united Admi- 
niſtration, whomay poſſeſs poweras wellas 
fpiritto diſmiſs thoſe ſervants of the crown 
who may at any time be wanting in ta- 
| E lents 
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lents or. exertion ; for it 1s hoped, that 
miſerable ſyſtem of governing by depart- 
ment will not take place, nor ſhall we 
be kept any longer in the dark, with re- 
ſpect to the real cauſe of blame, and we 
ſhall be enabled to trace it (if any ſhould 
be) to its true ſource wherever it may he, 
by the reſponſibility of the firſt miniſter. 


We have again a chance of beholding 
in his Majeſty's ſervants, virtue enough 
to reward diſtinguiſhed merit, and rigour f 
equal to the taſk of inflicting puniſh- 4 
ment whereyer it may be due, 3 


It may be expected alſo that the incor- 
ruptible integrity and vigilant activity, 
of the new Cabinet, will ſecure from the 
two houſes of Parliament, fuch a degree 
of confidence ; as may enable them tg 
have time. ſufficient for probing to the 
bottom the reſources of their country, 
and for applying them to the varioug 
exigencies c of the ſtate, For it is notor 

rious 
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ftious that the employment of every 
*Z hour, and the exertion of every talent. 
of the late adminiſtration, was but barely 
ſufficient for obtaining the neceſſary Par- 
Hamentary ſupport, ſo wretched is the 
ſyſtem of corrupt influence. 


. Although we have every reaſon to 
; hope, that *© from a total change of 
men and meaſures, founded upon a 
te conviction of paſt errors”) the new 
Adminiſtration will cautiouſly avoid the 

| focks, which their predeceſſors have ſplit 
upon, Alienis periculis cautum, and that 
they will ſecure to themſelves, the con- 
fidence of their country, by exhibiting 
a conduct, perfectly conſonant to their 
declarations when out of power, and dia- 
-Metrically oppoſite to that which they 
have with ſuch infinite abilities, expoſed 
to the contempt of the diſintereſted part 
of mankind ; yet it is highly neceſſary 
that we ſhould avoid raiſing our expec- 
tations higher, than the diſtracted ſitua- 
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Rate, infinitely below what ſhe enjoyed 


. 28 ] 


tion-of our affairs, both at home and 


abroad will warrant. 


A very ſmall degree of recollection 
will convince us, that even to ward off 
the greateſt part of the many misfor- 
tunes, to which we are at this moment 
expoſed; will require as great a degree 
of talents; and of vigorous activity, as 
may be imputed to any ſet of men what- 
ſoever ; but to reſtore this country to a 


in the. year 1774, mult be the effect of 
unremitting attention, great exertions, 


and unlimited confidence, founded upon 
ths! united I of the N 


The new . will * to 


ſtruggle with numerous and various dif- 


ficulties; the baneful influence of cor- 
ruption having already pervaded every 
quarter of theſe kingdoms— the Mini- 
ſter who ſhall attempt to reduce the 

means of extending that influence, 
will 
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5 1 will enſure to himſelf, as ſecret, if not 
avowed enemies, all thoſe who have been 
7 accuſtomed to reap the benefit of ſuch 


corruption. And he will alſo have to 


3 


2 . 1 
r 8 3 * 
— * * 4 nn 
ba ON ſs * E * 
- * 


* 
1 
4 


encounter the envious reſentment of 
thoſe, who ſharing in the obloquy of 


unſucceſsful meaſures, will loſe no op- 
portunity of detracting from any efforts 


that may be attended with ſucceſs ; or 
of magnifying into notorious miſcon- 
duct, thoſe evils, which may be abſo- 
lutely unavoidable, from the blunders 
7 already committed in the management 
of the different engines of government. 


Beſides, any ſet of men, who ſhall 
govern by a ſyſtem ſo totally different 
from that of their predeceſſors, will, moſt 


probably, find the commencement ef 


their Adminiſtration greatly embarraſſed 


by the under-ſtrappers of government, 


whoſe ſituations have been, moſt likely, 


ſecured to them, by their abilities to 


encreaſe corrupt influence; rather than 
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by their knowledge of their real duty, r 
their expertneſs in buſineſs. 


The Miniſter who ſhall ſtep forward 
at a moment like the preſent, with the 
reſolution of ſtemming the tide of cor- | 
ruption, and at the ſame time, flatters | 
himſelfwith being popular, ought topoſ- | 
ſeſs qualities whichnoman ever did poſſeſs, Þ 


He ought not only to be able to pleaſe 0 


both the Prince and the people, but alſo 2 


to eftablifh in their minds the firm be- 
lief, that it is for their reſpective in- 
tereſts to place a confidence in him, and 
to do this, I am afraid, that though he 
ſhould annihilate two thirds of the places, 
yet ought he to be able to retain more 
to diſpoſe of, than if they had ſubſiſted. 

Though he ſhould. difpofe of the whole 
of the public money to the ſervice of the 
Fate, yet ought he to have more to beſtow 
in gifts, and in penſtons, than if all 
dhe public money was appropriated to 
5 that 


„ 


that ſpecial purpoſe. In ſhort, if the 
people will have a virtuous Miniſter, 
they muſt eſtabliſn him on the baſis of 
their own virtues ; for honeſty and de- 
generacy, can no more nebryorate, than 
fire and water. 


Letus not, however, entertain a doubt, 
that upon the preſent occaſion the new 


{ Adminiſtration will receive from the 


people, ſuch ſupport (by difcounte- 
nancing the venemous diſcontent of thoſe 
who have been the objects of corruption, 
and who can only be ſilenced by a con- 
tempt for their complaints) as may ena- 
ble us to ſee the experiment tried, whether 
there {till remains in this country, vir- 
tue ſufficient to ſupport a government, 
unaided by corrupt influence, 


It will be highly proper for us towatch 
over the conduct of our new rulers with 
vigilance, and to make their former de- 


chte the tou chſtone of their future 


conduct; 
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conduct; but we muſt by no means ſuffer | 
dur minds, to be tainted with unfavour- | 


able impreſſions (which will be induſtri- 


ouſly attempted) until we ſhall have giv- 
en their abilities, as well as their virtues | 
a fair trial. We may reſt ſecure, that 
there is not a poſſibility, that the efforts 
of an adminiſtration ſo ſenſible of the 
blunders of their predeceſſors, and fo 
alive to the depravity of their fyſtem, 


ſhould be attended with ſo total a want 9 | 


of ſucceſs. 


With reſpect to the ſituation of our | 
affairs, although it would be 1 injurious to : 
Truth, not to admit their being in a | 
moſt dangerous and perplexed ſtate; yet 
at this moment of our dawning hopes, . 
it would be highly impolitic to dwell up- 
on the melancholy ſubject by entering 
into a long detail. 


Suffice it to ſay, that at home the 
ſinews of war (which have been fo la- 
viſnly 


1 


viſhly ſquandered) are well nigh ex- 
hauſted, taxed almoſt to the laſt ſhil- 
ling *. Difficult indeed will it be to 
raiſe the taxes neceſſary even to provide 
for the intereſt of the debt already in- 
curred ; for thoſe propoſed by the late 
miniſter will moſt probably be in great 
part abandoned as pernicious and un- 
productive ; their multiplicity and no- 
velty afford a ſtrong preſumption that 
the noble Lord was well pigh at his wit's 
end, notwithſtanding his boaſted abili- 
ties in producing temporary expedients 
in finance +. 


To raiſe the ſupplies in future, upon 
terms in any degree conomical or be- 


* Our inability to pay the intereſt of the debt al- 
teady incurred, and to ſupport the civil liſt, together 
with a moderate peace eſtabliſhment, is very clearly 
pointed out in a ſhort pamphlet, entitled 4 Facts and 
cheir Conſequences,” by the Earl of Stair. 

+ *Tis true, he declared he had in reſerve (poſſibly 
the very laſt in his budget) one tax which would pro- 
duce 800, oool. per annum, ſuppoſed to be another 


halfpenny on porter. 
| F neficial 
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neficial for the public, will prove a moſt 
arduous undertaking, after ;the ſcanda- 
tous and enormous douceurs to which 
the money lenders have been accuſ- 
tomed *. | 


From Ireland we have much to tear, 
and little to hope. If we can retain a 
ſubſtantial connexion with that country, 
it is all we can now expect . 


We have for enemies three of the 
greateſt naval Powers in the world, 
namely France, Spain and Holland, 
without one ally; and in the European 
ſeas ſhall have to combat the force of 
theſe Powers, with a fleet ſcarcely equal 
to that of France alone, as we ſhall not 


* Even the laſt moſt judicious of all Lord N—h's 
bargains; one year excepted, produced (without any 
new. cauſe) above 5 per cent. premium at the opening. 

' + The heads of a bill lately ſent from that country 
will anavoidably lead to a diſcuſſion upon that Gale, 
which we are but little prepared for. 
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be able to muſter more than thirty ſail 


of the line for all our home ſerviee. 


On the continent of America we now 
poſſeſs the three garriſons of New Vork, 
Halifax and Charles Town. If we can, 
circumſtanced as we are, reſcue the 
troops of two out of the three, and re- 
tain full poſſeſſion of Canada and of 
Newfoundland, we may account our- 
ſelves highly fortunate. 


In the Weſt Indies, notwithſtanding 
we have loſt nearly one-half of our 
iſlands *, yet we are totally unequal to 
the defence of the remainder, while 
Monſ. De Graſſe ſhall continue maſter 


It is ſcaxcely neceſſary to mention the loſs of the 


. iſland of Nevis, and of the thirty-five Weſt India 


merchant-men, which is fo induſtriquſly concealed 
from us by the late garbled letter of Sir Samuel 
Hood. 
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of thoſe ſeas with a fleet avowedly ſupe- 
rior to any we can muſter v, 


Difficult indeed will it be for the new 
Adminiſtration to withſtand the various 
evils attending the inferiority of our 
fleet, commanded too by a gentleman 
whoſe unpopularity in that part of the 
world, muſt effectually baffle any efforts 
which chance might enable it to make. 
Almoſt all the conimanders in that quar- 
ter have been appointed upon principles, 
and for reaſons very different from thoſe 
which the new Miniſtry mean to adopt. 
It is not therefore very likely that theſe 
gentlemen ſhould be very aſſiduous in 
looking out for opportunities of gather- 
ing laurels to adorn the brows of their 
new employers; although at the ſame 


elt js true, we may hope to be able to count upon 
forty-two fail of the line, if Sir George Rodney ſhall 
effect a junction with Sir Samuel Hood; but it is to 
be remembered that the fleets of our enemies, in that 
quarter, will amount to about ſixty ſail of the line. 
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time they would never ſhrink from exe- 
cuting whatever may come within the 


ſtrict line of their duty. 


As to Gibraltar, it is highly probable 
its fate will ſoon be the ſame with that of 


Minorca, for it is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed 
that a few ſcattered ſhips having been 
fortunate enough to flip into that har- 
bour, has been able to carry ſupplies 
ſufficient to render that important for- 
treſs fully equal to oppoſe ſo for midable 
an attack as that with which it is again 
threatened wet 


With reſpect to the Eaſtern World, 
to which the late Adminiſtration was ſo 
deſirous of direcling our attention (our 
proſpects in that country not being quite 


* Monſ. le Duc de Crillon having acquired ſuch 
glory by the brilliant conqueſt of Fort St. Philip, is to 


command the attack againſt Gabraltar, with 15,000 


additional forces, 


ſo 
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ſo clouded as in every other quarter) it 
muſt be confeſſed that the inattention of 
© our enemies to their Aſiatic poſſeſſions, 
has hitherto permitted us to retain a ſu- 
periority. Whether we are ſtill fo for- 
tunate is at leaſt problematical. | 


Added to all theſe embarraſſing diffi- 
culties, the moment in which theſe gen- 
tlemen are to enter upon their new ſitua- 
tion, is alſo infinitely againſt them; for 
it is, that of action, and not of prepa- 
ration; they are at once to give orders 
for conducting operations in all parts of 
the globe, with materials, perhaps, to- 
tally inadequate to the purpoſes of a vi- 
gorous and active Adminiſtration. 


Under ſuch circumſtances we ought to 
be exceedingly cautious how we venture 
to diſapprove the conduct of men, fo 
ſhackled by the perplexed ſituation of 


| our 
| + 


wt 


our affairs, and hampered by the lan- 
guid preparations of their predeceſſors. 


The preſent ſtate of this country 1s 
too notorious, for any one to be capable 
of believing, that any political noſtrum 
can be found equal to the cure of all our 
evils. No: As the diſorder (by en- 
creaſing gradually) has taken deep root, 
ſo the cure can only be effected by flow 
means. Whatever the induſtry and abi- 
lity of men fired with the ambition of 


reſcuing their country from the brink of 


deſtruction can bring about, we may 
firmly believe will be done ; but we nei- 
ther ought, nor can expect, that we 
ſhall riſe at once, from- ſo helpleſs a 
ſtate, into ſecurity and ſplendor. 


There are good grounds for ſuppoſing 


that our new Rulers may attempt ſome 
material alterations in the great outlines 


of pur conſtitution, in order more ef- 


fectually 
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fectually to guard that moſt ſacred of 
all bleſſings againſt: thoſe dangers to 
which it has ſo lately been expoſed.— 
But we may ſafely rely upon the known 
experience and approved good ſenſe of 
theſe gentlemen, and truſt that they will 
not chuſe the moment of difficulty or of 
danger, for doing that which/ may be 
better effected in times of peace, and of 
permanent ſecurity. 


Although it has of late been very 
much the faſhion to hold in a high de- 
gree of contempt all ideas of patriotiſm, 
yet ſo convinced 1s the author of this 
haſty publication, that ſuch a principle 
does exiſt in the breaſts of many of thoſe 
who are to compoſe: the new Admin1- 
ſtration, that he ſhall beſtow upon them 
his moſt hearty wiſhes of ſucceſs, which 
he will not withdraw, until he ſhall be 
convinced that their conduct does ma- 
_ terially differ from thoſe ſentiments he 
Plas 
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has heard them ſo often expreſs, and 
upon which his good opinion has been 
founded“. 


London, 
March 23, 1782. 


Since the above publication went to the preſs, the 
author is informed that ſuch an arrangement has taken 
place as cannot fail to meet with the fulleſt approba- 
tion of the real friends of the conſtitutiou, and will 
moſt undoubtedly command their united ſupport, 
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